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“The Federal Republic of Germany should have 
the sole responsibility for upgrading and 
financing the hinterland connections to the financing the hinterland connections to the 
fixed link across the Fehmarnbelt in the Federal 
Republic of Germany.” (Treaty § 5 (2))  



What is mentioned in the treaty about 

the German hinterland connection(1)

Upgrading finished no later than opening of FB fixed link:

• upgrading of the E47 road link between Heiligenhafen (East) 

and Puttgarden to a four-lane federal road (Bundesstraße) (§and Puttgarden to a four-lane federal road (Bundesstraße) (§

5(2))

• electrification of the railway line between Lübeck and 

Puttgarden (§ 5(3))

• secure a sufficient railway capacity on the single-track 

railroad between Bad Schwartau and Puttgarden (§ 5(3))



What is mentioned in the treaty about 

the German hinterland connection(2)

Upgrading finished no later than 7 years after opening:

• upgrading of the railway line between Bad Schwartau and 

Puttgarden to a double-track, electrified railway line should Puttgarden to a double-track, electrified railway line should 

be ready for operation

The road and railway link across the Fehmarn Sound Bridge 

should remain according to § 5 a two-lane road and a single-

track link. 



Current strategies 

and planning process

a. Planning 

b. Finance

c. Timeframe

Map provided by the Ministry in 

Schleswig-Holstein



Government Agreement (Treaty)

3.September 2008

Federal Republic Germany  

Foreign Office

(German Embassy CPH) 

Federal Ministry of Transport, 

Building & Urban Affairs (BMVBS) 

Kingdom of Denmark

Danish Embassy Berlin

Danish Ministry of Transport 

(DTM)
Region Schleswig-Holstein  (SH) 

- State Chancellery

- Ministry for Science, Economics

and Transport (MWV SH)

- State operation road and traffic

(LBV-SH)

- Environmental Ministry

- Ministry of interior

City Hamburg (HH)

- State Chancellery

- Department of Economy

& Labor (BWA)

- Ministry of Urban

Development &  

Environment (BSU)

- MORO Project SH + HH

City Berlin

- Industry and Commerce 

Deutsche Bahn (DB)

(German Railway) 

- DB Netz AG

- DB Project Construction

Sund & Bælt A/S

Femern Bælt A/S 

- Industry and Commerce 

(IHK)

- DB Project Construction

- Corporate Agents for HH + SH

Fehmarn Belt 

Forum DK

FBBC

(Fehmarn Belt 

Business Council) 

Working group FB

Regional Level DK

- Region: Sjælland

- Communes

Kreis Ostholtstein (OH) 

Regional Planning 

Fehmarn Belt 

Forum OHFehmarn Belt Committee

Information sharing

Working together, same spatial issues

Region office

Regional Management



Current discussions and position in 

Germany to Fehmarn Belt Link

• Financing of the hinterland connections  

Hinterland railway line• Hinterland railway line

• Perceptions of the FB link project 



1. Fehmarn-Sund  

Bridge

2. Federal road to 

motorway

3. Railway tracks for 

2025

4. A1 traffic 

congestion due to 

not existing Elb-

crossing 

6. High-speed-

train CPH-HH-B

7. Railway

Lübeck – Bad    

Expected Bottlenecks

crossing 
Lübeck – Bad    

Klein

8. Railway

Lübeck – Büchen

5.  Railway track acess  

HH – Ahrensburg



Conclusion of analysis 

•Except for in the local area (East Holstein and HH) 

there is not much knowledge and not much interest in 

the Fehmarn Belt Linkthe Fehmarn Belt Link

•Even in the local area, the business sector is oriented 

southward

•A mental bridge is needed

•However, there are actors in SH, in HH and even 

Berlin, as well as on the federal level who supports a 

more ambitious infrastructure strategy.



The way forward

a. Identification of common clusters

b. Common vision for the Fehmarn Belt region -
FBL needs to be seen as a partner project –
not as Danish
FBL needs to be seen as a partner project –
not as Danish

c. More publicizing/broadcasting of FBL in the 
whole Germany

d. If high speed trains - political statement and 
extra funding  is needed

e. Green Corridor that can provide further 
financial support



Final report will be published in mid April. 


